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1. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new 
title is required that is clearly indicative of the 
invention to which the claims are directed. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of 
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject 
matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time 
any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the 
obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and 
invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned 
at the time a later invention was made in order for the 
examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 



35 U.S.C. 103 (a) 
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Claims 1—5 and 7-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Allen et al (US 
5,737,491) . 

With regard to claims 1, 2 and 3, Allen discloses in 
Fig. 1, a digital camera that comprises the optics (digital 
camera 10 inherently includes an optical lens so as to 
capture an object image and transmits it to the image 
sensor), sensor (image sensor 14, col. 2, line 36), first 
memory (memory 22) , second memory for storing a network 
configuration file (input device 27 is used to provide 
electronic address or file name to camera 10 in order to 
send an image to a selected destination; thus, digital 
camera 10 must inherently include a second memory portion 
located in memory 22 to store the address or file name and 
thereby to send an image data to a selected destination 
such as image fulfillment server 34, col. 2, lines 65-67 
and col. 3, lines 1-4), communication interface (wireless 
transceiver 32, col. 2, line 49), the steps of storing the 
network configuration file (external input device 27 
working in combination with microprocessor 20 loads 
electronic addressor file name into a second memory) , using 
the optics and image sensor (digital camera 10 performs an 
image taking operation) , using at least one of the 
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plurality of user inputs (input device 27 selects an 
electronic address or file name and thereby to send an 
image to a selected destination via transceiver 22) ; except 
that the steps of viewing one of the plurality of digital 
images on a display, using one of plurality of user inputs 
to initiate transfer and using network configuration file. 

Allen et al does not explicitly disclose any of the 
steps of viewing an image, using one of user input and 
using network configuration file. However, Allen teaches 
using secondary transmission channels 4 6 that are used to 
connect the server 34 to Internet communication systems 
based on control signals received with digital images (Col. 
3, lines 34-40) . 

Official Notice is taken that 1) a digital camera 
includes a display monitor so as to view playback images 
and 2) a network configuration file including protocol type 
identifier such as a TCP/IP protocol is used to establish 
communications with an Internet service provider. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate a display monitor on the Allen digital 
camera and replace the down- loaded information from input 
device 27 with a network configuration file in order that a 
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user can select a desired images on a display monitor and 
send the images to an Internet service provider after the 
camera automatically establishes communications with a 
service provider. That is because the modification of the 
Allen digital camera would allow a user to easily and 
conveniently to sent directly a desired image to a 
destination via Internet without going through the fulfill 
server 38. 

With regard to claim 4, Official Notice is taken that 
a service provider can provide status feedback to a user 
side and the status is displayed on a display monitor at 
the user side. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the system of Allen et al so as to obtain 
a service provider can transfer a feedback indicating the 
status of transfer process such as a transfer completion to 
a user side and the status is displayed on a display 
monitor at the user side. This is because the modification 
of the Allen system would allow a user to verify the 
transmission and thereby to improve the camera efficiency. 

With regard to claims 7 and 8, Allen does not 
explicitly disclose input device 27 that is a host 
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computer. However Official Notice is taken for a host 
computer that is used as an input device. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to replace the input device of Allen with a host 
computer so as to easily generate separate input data that 
is stored in the computer hard drive. 

With regard to claims 9-13, Allen does not explicitly 
disclose any network configuration file that is phone 
number, account data, Internet account data, charge number 
data or account data being a billing address. 

Official Notice is taken that network configuration 
file that includes phone number, account data, Internet 
account data, charge number data or account data being a 
billing address. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the configuration file of Allen et al so as 
to obtain a network configuration file that includes phone 
number, account data, Internet account data, charge number 
data or account data being a billing address. That is 
because the modification of the configuration file of Allen 
et al including phone number, account data, Internet 
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account data, charge number data or account data being a 
billing address would allow a user to conveniently send 
digital images to a service provider in order to obtain 
printed image on a hard copy without walking to a photo- 
store for a print and for paying. 

Claims 14, 15 and 16 recite what was discussed with 
respect to claim 4 . 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 

forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 

this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Allen et al in view of Hiyashi et al (US 

5,434, 618) . 

Allen discloses the same subject matter as discussed 
with respect to claim 1, except that both first and second 
memories are memory locations on the same removable memory 
card. 
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Allen et al does not explicitly disclose any removable 
memory card. However, Hiyashi et al teaches using a 
removable memory card in an electronic camera (col. so as 
easily and quickly to replace the memory card and thereby 
to improve the versatility of the camera. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to replace the memory 22 of Allen et al with the 
removable memory card of Hiyashi et al so as to store image 
data and electronic address in the same memory card and 
thereby easily to replace the card as needed. 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Hull discloses a wireless transfer from a digital 
camera to a network computer. 

Safai et al discloses a digital camera that can be 
connected to Internet . 

Yokodate et al discloses a video phone that includes a 
modem. 

Gerszberg et al discloses a video phone that can 
transmit image data. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to TUAN 
HO whose telephone number is (703) 305-4943. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 7AM to 4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Andrew 
Christensen, can be reached on (703) 308-9644. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed 
to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4700 . 
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